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401 STITCH AND UNION SPECIAL 

"In 1849, William Grover, a tailor, attempted to 
eliminate reloading the bobbin on lockstitch ma
chines. He first developed a needle below the fabric 
and an eye-pointed needle to penetrate the fabric, 
which formed stitches continuously from two cones 
of thread. His second machine had a curved oscillat
ing looper and an eye-pointed needle. He joined 
efforts with William Baker, another tailor, to form 
the Grover and Baker Sewing Machine Company. The 

stitch (now stitch type 401) was called the Grover 
and Baker stitch. 

In 1881, William Stanley North together with Jasper 
W. Corey and Lorenz Muther founded the Union Bag 
Company (now known as Union Special Corporation) 
to produce machines making the Grover and Baker 
stitch, the 401 type stitch.'' 


	401-STITCH-&-UNION-SPECIAL



